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BACKGROUND

• European Commission Marie [Skłodowska] Curie Actions [M(S)CA] 
have been a key element of EU R&D policy across successive 
framework programmes

• MSCA Promotes / assists international mobility for researchers

• Estimated 100 000+ researchers have benefitted from M(S)CA

• Need to ‘extend’ benefits beyond the formal contractual M(S)CA 
experience by creating an association – the MCAA in 2013
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Marie Skłodowska-Curie (1867-1934)

The mission of the MCAA is to support the career
development networking of its members, to promote
science policy, and to advocate for research careers.
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MCAA Membership (over 10,000 members) 4

[https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/charts] 
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MCAA Structure 5



MCAA Web Site 6

https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu 

Membership opens to current and past fellows, supervisors and coordinators
Twitter @Mariecurie_alum Linkedin Facebook YouTube
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Global Chapter Coverage 7



European Chapter Coverage 8
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Western Balkans MCAA Group 9

Membership opens to current and past fellows, supervisors and coordinators 
from the Western Balkans. 

Twitter @MCAA_WB (MCAA Western Balkans Group)



Western Balkans MCAA Group 10

• The Western Balkans Group has been created as a as a General Interest Group, 
which we hope will provide a forum for the exchange of ideas, experience and 
best practice across MCAA alumni from the Western Balkan region.

• The aim is to cooperate with a view to setting up a formal MCAA Chapter for this 
region, for which there are already well over 100 members in the MCAA.

• A secondary objective is to encourage other Marie Curie beneficiaries from, or 
based in, the region to join the MCAA, and to become involved in regional and 
international networking activities.

• We welcome suggestions on real-life issues that relate to both research and 
researchers working in the Western Balkan region. Through that, we can use our 
group to better support the key issues which the MCAA is focusing on.

• The mission of the MCAA is to support the career development networking of 
its members, to promote science policy, and to advocate for research careers.



Working Groups 11



ESOF 2018 Toulouse  12

MCAA has a very strong presence at the EuroScience Open Forum in 
Toulouse and lead 8 sessions and contribute to the MSCA Satellite event.



Researcher Career Development 13

We support the career development of our members regardles of whether
they want to make career in academia, in industry or in some completely
different role.

MCAA
• Runs events
• Runs surveys
• Gives Feedback to the

Commission
• Advises Members
• Training
• Builds good relations

with MSCA Projects



Science Communication 14

Standing Up For Science Workshops

Science Slams

European Researchers’ Night



Training Courses 15



Bridging Science/Business 16

Sciencepreneurship: Research is done. 

What’s next?

MCAA Austrian Chapter

TU Wien

Joint Meeting of the MCAA Polish 

Chapter and Bridging Science Business 

Working Group

Gdańsk

Innovation and Technology Transfer are a topic that win great interest from 

our membership and are an important part of our focus.



MCAA GA and Annual Conference 2019 17



MCAA GA and Annual Conference 2019 18

WIDENING PARTICIPATION IN MSCA, SUNDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2019
Speakers: Dalibor Drljača, Radenka Krsmanović Whiffen, Sandra Vidović, Fernanda Bajanca, Maja Miše (moderator)

Session Description
The interim evaluation of Horizon 2020 has provided insight into striking discrepancies between different participating countries and 
this gap affects excellent researchers that are still continuing to face intrinsic difficulties in participating in the programme. In the 
"Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation" document the Commission has identified these "low R&I performing" or 
"widening participation" countries and proposed different programs to bridge this gap.

The MCAA supports the process of “widening participation” of all EU countries within current and the next Horizon 
framework programme. In our panel discussion, with researchers coming from the “widening participation” countries, 
we will tackle the issues of different programs of “widening participation” and how they are affecting researcher from 
“widening countries”. The aim of the discussion is to propose a set of recommendations to EU policymakers and 
national governments how to improve the current performance of the “widening countries”.

https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/events/2019-mcaa-general-assembly-and-annual-conference
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Widening Fellowships 19

Consider the Widening Fellowships applications to the call for MSCA-IF, where the 
host organisation is located in an eligible widening country, will be automatically 
resubmitted to this call in case their proposal fails to reach an adequate place in the 
ranking to be funded in the regular MSCA-IF call.

Widening countries

Member States: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia.

Associated Countries: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands, 
North Macedonia, Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey and 
Ukraine.



Thank you for your attention 20


